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fter an extensive history of manufacturing premium walk-

in coolers, freezers and cold storage doors, the team at
Southeast Cooler Corporation realized something in 2003.While
there were plenty of companies that needed coolers built into
their business, there were many, like those in the ice industry, that
needed them on the road, too. So, the company, who has now
been in business for over 40 years, took to the challenge.

“Polar Temp came along as something, mainly, in the ice industry,”
says Polar Temp’s Brian Dallman. “We built freezers for ice
equipment, so we started building trailers just for ice delivery. The

ice guys wanted to get as many bags in as they could for deliveries.

They’ll pile them full. We had to make a trailer that was going to
take all that weight.”

"COMPETITION

A quick estimation of 260 cubic feet of eight to ten-pound bags
of ice equates to thousands of pounds. Each Polar Temp trailer
comes with dual Dexter axles, brakes and a ruggedly constructed
frame to hold up to varying weight demands. While the original
intention was to create something unique to its’ ice customers,
the company soon realized they had something far better.

Polar Temp realized they could open the temperature range and
rapidly increase the number of industries the trailer would help.
Seafood companies, beef producers, ice transport, micro green
sellers and more all had a use for a mobile refrigeration unit.

“When you think about it, it’s really a refrigerated trailer;” Dallman
explains.“It opened up a lot of avenues.”
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When they looked around at other providers, Dallman says it was
easy to see that Polar Temp could offer something different.

“A lot of people, while they build good equipment for the purposes
they intend, are taking general purpose trailers and insulating inside
walls. That’s fine, but it’s a not a walk-in cooler or freezer. We've
got that in our favor because we have that other experience and
the technology to build those.”

Polar Temp’s insulation methods, compared to other companies in
the industry, might seem foreign. However, it simply comes down
to the fact that the company has been building coolers for a long
time.

“Our 5x10’s for example. We foam all that in place. We put that
all together, we stick it in the fixture and we inject the foam. It
adds to the strength and rigidity of the entire box when you do
it that way.”

The seven-foot-wide trailers, from the 10’ to the 16’ are put
together with walk-in panels. They lock together with a cam-lock.
For road use, Polar Temp uses 3M VHB between the panels. So,
once you lock them together, they’re not coming apart or shift
going down the road.”

Dallman says, “VVe build a trailer that doesn’t want to flex.”

In addition to its refrigerated trailers, Polar Temp has units that
fit into the back of a truck. However, the trailers themselves are
proven to be the top seller.

“The trailers are pretty popular,” Dallman explains. “You can pull
it in somewhere, drop it off, rent it out and still have the use of
your pickup truck while the trailer is out making money for you
at an event.”

For dealers looking to add
refrigerated trailers to their
inventory, Dallman says
manufacturer knowledge of how
to build a good, insulated panel
should be paramount.

“That’s a big part of the refrigeration system that you have up
front or wherever it's mounted. If you've got good insulation,
you've got a refrigeration system that’s going to do the job for you
without having to worry about heat infiltration.

Polar Temp’s 7’-wide trailers have 4” thick walls, meaning their
trailers, according to Dallman, have a thermal resistance rating, or
R-value, of at least R24. “l don’t know what the R values would be
of general-purpose trailers that are being manufactured and then
insulated to turn them into refrigerated trailers. I'm not sure if
they're using 2” walls, how deep they’re going or if they even know
what to do.”

Whatever these companies do, though, affect the refrigeration
system. If you don’t have a lot of insulation, you're going to have
to over-size the refrigeration system. To help combat this, Polar
Temp devised a two-system refrigeration unit. So, if one goes
down, another system can keep the unit cool for a while. For
dealerships that still want to purchase general-purpose trailers,
Polar Temp also has a wall-mount refrigeration system. It’s a
“modular, plug-and-play system.”

With dedicated representatives in California, Colorado, Georgia,
North Carolina, Tennessee and Texas, Polar Temp has become the
go-to manufacturer for dealerships looking to provide high-quality
refrigerated units to their customer base.
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